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TURIN HOSTS FIRST INTERNATIONAL SPECIAL DAY ON Al
FOR FINANCIAL CRIME FIGHT

e Theday, organised by AFC Digital Hub, kicked off the European
Conference on Machine Learning and Principles and Practice of
Knowledge Discovery in Databases, one of the world's most im-
portant artificial intelligence events, which this year is being
held in the Piedmont capital under the auspices of Turin Poly-
technic, CENTAI and AFC Digital Hub itself.

e Piero Boccassino, Chairman AFC Digital Hub: "We are very
pleased with the results achieved and look forward to being at
the forefront of new research processes to achieve even more
significant goals."

e Guido Saracco, Rector of Turin Polytechnic: "Our university
prepares technology experts to combine scientific progress
with ethics and social responsibility in a new, strongly multidis-
ciplinary approach to research."

e Francesco Bonchi, Co-founder and Research Director at CEN-
TAIL: "CENTAI's ambition is to develop practical innovation in
the field of Al, based on mathematically rigorous methods firmly
rooted in theory. The projects being developed at AFC Digital
Hub are an excellent example of our approach.”

Turin, 18 September 2023 — Today the auditorium of the Intesa Sanpaolo skyscraper in
Turin hosted the First International Special Day on Al for Financial Crime Fight,
organised by AFC Digital Hub (Anti Financial Crime Digital Hub), the consortium for
the fight against financial crime using new technology and artificial intelligence, created
by the Bank with the Intesa Sanpaolo Innovation Center, the University of Turin, the
Polytechnic University of Turin and CENTAI (Center for Artificial Intelligence, the
research institute dedicated to artificial intelligence and investee of Intesa Sanpaolo).

The day kicked off the European Conference on Machine Learning and Principles
and Practice of Knowledge Discovery in Databases, one of the world's most important



artificial intelligence events, which this year is being held in the Piedmont capital under
the auspices of the Turin Polytechnic and CENTAI, with support from AFC Digital
Hub.

The session, opened by Intesa Sanpaolo's Chairman Gian Maria Gros-Pietro, AFC
Digital Hub Chairman Piero Boccassino and Rector Guido Saracco, was moderated
by Professor Marco Mellia of Turin Polytechnic and André Panisson of CENTAI and
concluded by Francesco Bonchi, Co-founder and Research Director of CENTAI. A
series of Italian and international speakers from institutions, research centres, universities
and tech companies from all over Europe took the podium to present the challenges and
opportunities of using artificial intelligence and the most innovative solutions already
developed to detect suspicious phenomena related to illegal activities such as money-
laundering, terrorism, market abuse and fraud.

AFC Digital Hub illustrated the results achieved in the first year of activity, including
new models that make controls more effective, reducing false positives, while also catch-
ing complex illicit phenomena, such as transactions carried out in a very short time be-
tween different parties to conceal their origin.

"For the past year, our consortium has been on a challenging path to fight financial crime
with the tools offered by artificial intelligence,” commented Piero Boccassino, Chair-
man AFC Digital Hub. "We are very satisfied with the results achieved thanks to the
synergy between our founding members, i.e. Intesa Sanpaolo, its Innovation Centre,
CENTAL, the University of Turin and Turin Polytechnic, and we aim to be at the forefront
of new research processes to achieve even more significant goals. Our hope is to be able
to involve other banking organisations in the future, increasing the impact of our services
and taking a system approach."

"The idea of organising the first workshop on the use of artificial intelligence to combat
financial crime was a challenge and a success,” said Professor Marco Mellia of the
Department of Automation and Information Technology at Turin Polytechnic. "We
never thought we would be able to bring more than 350 people from the worlds of re-
search, banking and auditing to Turin and get them to discuss how we can team up to
tackle these issues in an innovative way. | am sure that the synergies that will arise can
only benefit everyone, transferring innovation and solutions from the world of university
research to the world of controls. There is so much to do and this is the next challenge
ahead of us."

"We at CENTAI are convinced that success in combating financial crime depends on the
use of artificial intelligence in processing large amounts of data,” said CENTAI Princi-
pal Researcher André Panisson. "Close collaboration between scientists and industry
is vital to ensuring that these next-generation systems are both effective and compliant
with current regulations. This event aims to be a catalyst for such synergy and the first of
a series of initiatives to innovate and act effectively against financial crime.”
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Intesa Sanpaolo is Italy’s leading banking group — serving families, businesses and the real economy — with a signif-
icant international presence. Intesa Sanpaolo’s distinctive business model makes it a European leader in Wealth Man-
agement, Protection & Advisory, highly focused on digital and fintech, in particular with Isybank, the Group’s digital
bank. An efficient and resilient Bank, it benefits from its wholly-owned product factories in asset management and
insurance. The Group’s strong ESG commitment includes providing €115 billion in impact lending by 2025 to com-
munities and for the green transition, and €500 million in contributions to support people most in need, positioning



Intesa Sanpaolo as a world leader in terms of social impact. Intesa Sanpaolo is committed to Net Zero by 2030 for its
own emissions and by 2050 for its loan and investment portfolios. An engaged patron of Italian culture, Intesa Sanpaolo
has created its own network of museums, the Gallerie d’Italia, to host the bank's artistic heritage and as a venue for
prestigious cultural projects.

News: group.intesasanpaolo.com/it/sala-stampa/news
Twitter: twitter.com/intesasanpaolo
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/intesa-sanpaolo
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Turin Polytechnic

Turin Polytechnic (www.polito.it) was founded in 1906 and originates from the Scuola di Applicazione per gli
Ingegneri (School of Application for Engineers) established in 1859. In international rankings, it is counted among the
top technical universities in Europe, with more than 38,000 students, 19% of them international, from 120 countries.
The Polytechnic is a centre of excellence for education and research in Engineering, Architecture, Design and Planning
with close relations and collaborations with the socio-economic system.

It is a full-fledged research university, where education and research are integrated and work together to provide a
concrete response to the needs of the economy, the community and, above all, the students, with a view to strong
internationalisation of teaching, research and technology transfer activities, with collaborations with the best universi-
ties and research centres in the world and agreements and contracts with major international industrial groups, but also
with local companies, acting as a hub for innovation.
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CENTAI

Founded in March 2022 through a partnership between Intesa Sanpaolo and an international team of scientists, CENTAI
(www.centai.eu) is a research centre on artificial intelligence and complex systems science: its aim is to innovate these
fields beyond the state of the art, pursuing curiosity-driven science to develop reliable, ethical and sustainable method-
ologies. The fundamental assumption guiding CENTALI's research is the conviction that the most pressing issues of
modern man and contemporary societies can be addressed with the theoretical tools and methodological assets of sci-
ence. CENTAI's mission is to help decision-makers make rational decisions, based on the best possible information
and reliable data, equipped with the most effective methodologies and the most advanced computational tools, to find
new solutions so that individuals, families and communities have a prosperous and secure future.

CENTAI Communications Office
centai.pr@centai.eu
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